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How Shall We Select Our Books?* 
BY ELVA L. BASCOM, CHIEF BOOK SELEC- 
TION AND STUDY CLUB DEPART- 
MENT, WISCONSIN LIBRARY 

COMMISSION. 

_. There is no magic method of selecting 
books for any library. It is not pos- 
sible to say: ‘‘———_———— has a good 
library, well fitted to its people; I will 
buy what it has and add what it adds.’’ 
As we all know, each community has a 
personality of its own, which can be 
fitted with books only afver exact meas- 
urement of it, not of another town. Nor 
is it possible to say: “‘The A. L.-A. 
Catalogs and the Booklist have been 
prepared by people who are in a posi- 
ion to know the best books better than 
I; I will buy what they list on this sub- 
yet in. which my library is weak.”’ 


' *Part of a paper read at the Fond du Lac 
meeting of the Fox River Vall 
ba sth; 1913; e alley Association, 
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Even here, where a certain amount of 
culling has been done, there must be a 
closer selection based on knowledge that 
only the librarian can possess. 

Successful book selection consists of 
fitting books to people—of ‘‘ bringing to 
the people the’ books that belong to 
them.’’ The first requisite is a thorough 
knowledge of the people the library 
should serve, the second a knowledge of . 
the books available that ‘‘belong to 
them.’’ I do not need to point out the 
methods of becoming acquainted with a 
community ; my concern is the measure 
of a library’s success in furnishing the 
books that belong to it. 

How many towns could be judged 
fairly by a study of the public library 
shelf-list? The 600’s perhaps are rep- " 
resented by a few books on invention, 
physiology, public health, and building, 
many of them out of date. Shall we con- 
clude that the town has no factories, no 
mills? There are no 710’s worth men- 
tioning; evidently there is no interest 
in civic improvement. No modern 812’s 
or 822’s; certainly a uniaue town in this 
drama-crazy day! Only two or three 
books in the 350’s; the town is evidently 
satisfied with its form of administration 
and financial methods. 

On the other hand, when we visit a 
town that looks run down at the heels, 
the people largely of the dav-laboring 
class, with no evidence of civic pride or 
philanthropic effort, and we find a fine 
Carnegie building, with shelves full of 
literature, art, travel and history, what 




















do we conclude? In either case, the li- 
brarian has not known her community, 
or, knowing it, has provided for only that 
portion of it in which she is personally 
interested, or, finding the library already 
started in certain subjects has continued 
to add to them, ignoring the fact that 
other community interests and activities 
are crying for attention. Such a library 
is not a public institution in the true 
meaning of the word; it is a semi-private 
library maintained with public funds. 


But we will assume that our hypothet- 
ical librarian is keenly alive to her duty 
to the whole community and anxious to 
have them have a share in her little 
world of books. How shall she select 
for them advantageously and with the 
fewest possible mistakes? Of course, she 
must have a box into which any citizen 
may deposit requests for the books he 
would like to have the library buy; that 
is one method of keeping in touch with 
the town’s needs—and there are many 
others, not necessary to mention here. 


It is not to be expected that the aver- 


age library can buy all the books that 
are requested, but in this way many 
titles of books well worth buying may 
be secured, with the added advantage 
of having their use—or at least their in- 


troduction — assured. The librarian 
must hold herself in a constantly re- 
ceptive attitude for suggestion, for sub- 
jects as well as books, and then decide 
what shall be bought by applying the 
test of our A. L. A. motto: ‘‘The great- 
est good for the largest number at the 
least cost.’’ 


Let us suppose a reader finds a dearth 
of material on a subject which the libra- 
rian recognizes should be filled. What 
is her first step? I should say, it would 
be to find out the present and probable 
use of that material in the town, and 
the exact nature of its use—by the un- 
educated, the educated, or the scholarly 
adult, by young people or by children. 
Then she turns to her bibliographies. 
The one she seeks first will betray her 
training, or lack of training or the schol- 
arly character of her mind. 


Let us suppose she has no life of 


ron, except an old one written jp, 
early days of extreme prejudice. If she 
turns to the latest numbers of the By 
Review Digest or the Booklist, she 
find one and may buy it, arguing tha 
must be the best since it is the lata 
Unfortunately, in this case the latest 
biography presupposes a fairly thorough 
knowledge of Byron’s life history ang, 
Byronic literature, and so wil] 
only for initiated readers. The expe 
enced librarian would have begun 
the earlier lists and found, in the 1904 
A. L. A. Catalog, Nichol’s life, 


If not satisfied with that, she would 
have consulted later lists. If she dig 
not find in them what she wanted—what 
would she do? It would depend largely 
on her previous history. If she were, 
university graduate she would doubt 
less write to the literature professor jp 
whose bibliographic ability she had mogt 
confidence or to the university 
rian ; if she were a library school gradp 
ate she would write to the library o 
commission with which the school way 
connected. If she were near a 
public library she might write ther, 
or if she were near a large city she might 
hold the decision until she could visita 
large bookstore. For small libraries ther 
are several sources of help—better than 
the bookstore, any one of which is fair 
ly reliable and prompt. 


On the other hand, the wise librarian 
will not waste her time consulting early 
lists for books on the live subjects of the 
day—where to be six months behind 
seems to her readers little short of 
crime. 


This supposititious case leads to the 
steps to be taken concerning every nev 
book whose purchase is under consider 
ation—and I suppose that is the att 
tude of mind with which every librat- 
an goes through the Booklist and the 
Book Review Digest. First, what have 
you on hand on the subject, and isit 
sufficient? Second, if not, does this 


-seemingly fill the gap? If it. does, have 


you it already in magazine form, andif 
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wis it of sufficient importance to have 
, the more convenient book form? If 
it does not fill the gap, have you missed 
; earlier book which does? Ofter 
when editing the Booklist I wanted to 
add a note: Do not buy this unless 
have everything else worth while 

on the subject and need more. 


{do not wish to be considered a pessi- 
mist about current literature, but at the 
risk of being so dubbed I want to give 
this warning : Do not be satisfied wita 
consulting only the recent lists on any 
but subjects of recent origin or of such 

t recent development as to make the 
early books worthless. The earlier books 
are as a rule—to which there are of 


eourse exceptions—better written, bet- 
ter bound, often by better authorities 
and also much less expensive. 


This group of librarians knows too 
well the wiles of the book agent and the 
jure of the so-called ‘‘literary’’ notes of 

ublishers to need any warning, and 
yet I think all of us need to fortify our- 
selves occasionally with some such whole- 
some advice about subscription books 
as Mr. Dana gave several years ago, 

of which is reprinted each year in 
the preface to the Best Books list of the 
New York State Library, and with such 
criticism as an article in the Publishers’ 
Weekly of January 21st, 1911, gives on 
book notices. If we should follow up 
some of the sets that are offered us as 
being of value far beyond their price, 
we should doubtless find some such shin- 
ing example as the following, which Mr. 
Dana quotes : 


“Maspero wrote several large and 
learned volumes, in French, on Egypt 
and Chaldea. They were translated and 
published in three or four volumes in 
England, costing libraries in this coun- 
try about $5 each. An American pub- 
lisher reprints them in 12 small volumes 
with a few additional colored cuts, on 
heavier paper and in larger type, and 
offers them through agents for $84— 
and libraries buy them!’’ 


I quote also a little from the Pub- 
lishers’ Weekly article, which—let me 


67 


point out—is written solely from the 
commercial point of view. 


‘‘The publishers are sending out a 
greater quantity of printed circular 
matter than ever before; too much, 
probably. And that much of it is value- 
less is not because of its source, but be- 
cause it is on its face foolishly and pal- 
pably biased. Figuratively speaking, the 
publisher has cheapened his wares, be- 
cause, dealing ever im superlatives, he 
has cried ‘Wolf’ too often. When ev- 
ery novel published is the greatest 
since ‘The Scarlet Letter’ or ‘Tale of 
Two Cities,’ when every novelist is the 
‘literary successor’ of Seott or Dickens 
or the ‘American’ Meredith or Zola; 
when every illustrated book is ‘undoubt- 
edly the most gorgeously illustrated gift 
book of the season;’ when every detec- 
tive story is ‘the most absorbing mys- 
tery story of the year ;’ when every biog- 
raphy is the ‘definitive’ one, and every 
work of history and science shows a ‘ripe 
scholarship and depth of research that 
place it in the first rank,’ ete., ete., the 
average reader of publishers’ circulars, 
imbued with a feeling of mild disgust, 
empties the pile into a convenient bas- 
ket. 


‘Now the point is, not merely that 
these publishers’ notices defeat their 
own object by overdoing their praise, 
but that none of these phrases quoted 
give really the slightest idea of the book 
itself: they have no news interest.’’ 


This is what the Booklist tries to do 
for the librarian—give her an unbiased 
idea of the book itself. It has never 
done it as thoroughly as I think it 
should be done, to be the useful tool li- 
brarians need to guide them through the 
maze of books, and cannot till it has 
the addition of a corps of trained, ef- 
ficient library workers on whose assist- 
ance the editor can absolutely depend. 

But, I hear you say, all this and not 
a word yet about fiction. I am wonder- 
ing if it is worth while to discuss fiction. 
Before I resigned from the Booklist I 
came to the conclusion that the section 
of fiction titles might almost as well be 








cut out. Wherever I went I heard the 
same story, ‘‘I cannot wait for the Book- 
list for fiction; my readers insist on 
having the new novels as soon as they 
are out.’’ This is one of the character- 
istics of fiction selection which makes 
it the most difficult of any selection prob- 
lem we have. Besides this urgent de- 
mand for novels hot from the press, 
there is another characteristic which is 
unique with fiction and adds to its dif- 
ficulty—the universality.of the demand, 
being the one group of ks which ev- 
erybody wants. 

In these days of omnivorous novel- 
reading and endless novel-writing, it is 
not strange that we sometimes look on 
our traffic in fiction as 4 necessary evil 
and give it only a half-hearted, often 
haphazard attention. Librarians say: 
‘*We choose the new novels as best we 
can to meet the demand and hand them 
across the desk, with a prayer that they 
may do no harm.’’ Some of them prob- 
ably do, to a few who might get more 
harm from a less innocent expenditure 
of their time, but I am so sure of the 
benefits of novel-reading as to think that 
there is no greater source of good in a 
library than its fiction, provided it is a 
good selection—and there is no excuse 
in these days for its being otherwise. 


I must confess that I have little sym- 
pathy for a librarian who cannot control 
the fiction selection, unless she has a 
book committee which refuses to give 
the selection into her hands. If her 
town has confidence in her, believing 
that she has only its interests at heart 
and that she buys her books for the 
greatest number, it is only a matter of 
time when the majority will recognize 
her attitude to be the only just one. She 
should take her readers into her con- 
fidence and show them that buying 
novels on publication necessarily means 
a waste of money and works a hardship 
on the readers themselves, since money 
sunk in unavoidable mistakes deprives 
them of good books; and that a library 
that buys from publishers’ announce- 
ments and newspaper notices is bound 
to circulate some very worthless and at 





least a few immoral book 
for many months before they are 


covered. Not long ago the librarian of 


a small library wrote me concerning 4 
novel of which a reader had just : 
a complaint. All my records and rm. 
views were wholly unfavorable on ; 
ground of immorality, and yet the 
had been on the shelves of that library 
for nearly a year. 


It seems to me that we someti 
sight of the fact that the public Ma 
is not the only source of supply. In th. 
larger towns, there are rent lj 
and book clubs. In the small places jt 
is as a rule only the sophisticated 
who wants the latest questionable noysl 
—and a reader of that stamp 
has the means of obtaining it elsewhem 
I know from personal experience that it 
takes but a few minutes’ conversation 
on the function of the public library tp 
convince an intelligent person that he 
has no right to ask the library to supply 
such books. } 


I think, too, that the librarian wh 
buys novels to satisfy the curiosity ofa 
single reader has misinterpreted her 
duty to her public. I was once called o 
to aid a librarian in winnowing what lit 
tle wheat could be found in a smal 
room-full of chaff which had been bought 
on that mistaken policy. In many cage 
the book had circulated but two or thre 
times—to the person who had requested 
its purchase, and probably to two o 
three of her friends. The money that 
collection represented would have meant 
a handsome row of good reference 


works, which the library needed badly. 


It was an object lession a librarian 
would need but once, to convince her 
of the error of granting individual ® 
quests regardless of a book’s worth. 


A librarian cannot have an easy et 
science about her fiction shelves 
less the current output of novels is sifted 
before she buys. If she cannot ge 
books on approval, and read them het 
self or have them read for her by trust 
worthy readers, who have her viewpoiat 
and experience and who know her 
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does, she must depend on a 
=< on such as the Booklist fur- 
nishes. 

J do not have to tell you that all 
novels are not suited to all com- 
ities, that: many excellent authors 
find few readers in some localities. I 
know a small town where books are more 
ular than bridge, yet Arnold Ben- 
nett’S stories are fixtures on the shelves 
while De Morgan’s are never in. One 
to know the mentality of the peo- 
of that town to understand the rea- 
gon. A merchant has to know the tastes 
of a town to judge what it will buy if he 
js to succeed ; so must a librarian, if she 
wants her books read. 


As we look back over the older fiction 
as listed in our catalogs, we are apt to 
say that there is very little good fiction 
published compared with earlier years. 
But we forget that these lists cover a 
jong term of years and that the poorer 
books that were published during the 
same time have been lost to sight. If 
we studied the matter a little, we should 
find that there are actually more good 
novels published now than at any time. 
It is the great mass of inferior stuff that 
has misled us. The publishers are suf- 
fering from an attack of over-liberalism. 
They cannot account for the phenomenal 
success of certain stories which, seeming 
ly without merit or the qualities that 
supposedly make for popularity, were 
rejected by house after house, but at 
last found a daring publisher and 
climbed to fame and a tremendous cir- 
culation almost over night, so they argue 
that it is impossible to gauge the public 
taste and, fearing to lose another ‘‘best- 
seller,’’ print everything but the very 
worst that is offered them—and some- 
times we wonder what that can be! On 
my remonstrance against this waste of 
paper and ink and the reviewer’s time 
and patience, and the comment that 
“they certainly must be the source of 
great financial loss,’’ the publishers re- 
ply that this is not so. that if but one 
novel out of ten succeeds, they are more 
than repaid for the failure of the other 
nine. 


I have a strong hope that before many 
years the attitude of libarians is going to 
modify very considerably the character 
of the fiction output in this country. 
If the publishers were certain that there 
would be no library sale for their third 
and fourth-rate novels, I am very sure 
that fewer would see the light. In my 
five years’ Booklist experience with pub- 
lishers, many became inereasingly in- 
terested in the viewpoint of the library 
world toward fiction and professed their 
eagerness to publish the kind that would 
meet the approval of librarians. Of 
our many privileges, have we a greater 
one than doing what we can through 
our book selection to discourage a traf- 
fic that not only the leaders in the li- 
brary profession, but the whole pub- 
lishing fraternity consider the most bur- 
densome, and, in the long run, least prof- 
itable of any in the great world of let- 
ters? 





The Quality of Fiction.* 
By Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick, St. Louis 
Publie Library. 


The two things that it is necessary 
to take into account in selecting litera- 
ture are its form and its content. The 
former largely determines the literary 
value of a composition; the latter its 
practical usefulness. Poetry and prose 
are the two great basic forms into 
which all literature is divided. 

Narrative may be cased in either 
form and when that narrative is un- 
true we call it fiction. In the usage of 
most of us, the word is restricted to 
prose. Fiction, therefore, is not so 
much a matter of form as of content, 
or rather, of the quality of content. 
Of two books telling of the lives of the 
same kind of persons in the same way, 
the mere fact that one is true and the 
other not, would class one as biography 
and the other as fiction. 

Of what importance is the fact that 
of two bits of narrative. one is true and 
the other is untrue? That depends on 
the purpose for which the narrative is 


*Extract from paper given at the Kaaters- 
A. lL. 


kill Conference of the A., June, 1913. 
Reprinted from Minnesota Library Notes and 
News, Sept., 1913. 
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to be used. If we desire an accurate 
and orderly statement of facts, the true 
narrative is the only one of value. On 
the other hand, the facts, not of the 
narrative but incidental to it may be 
true in the fiction and false in the 
biography. From the standpoint of the 
seeker ot recreation, the fiction is gen- 
erally, although not always, more in- 
teresting. The writer has the advan- 
tage of being able to create the ele- 
ments of his tale and control their 
grouping, as well as regulate their 
torm; and in addition, he knows that 
he must be interesting to secure read- 
ers. Unfortunately, historians, biog- 
raphers, and travellers have generally 
too high an opinion of their tunctions 
as purveyors of truth to stoop to make 
it interesting. 

As regards literary value, of course 
the mere truth or falsity of the narra- 
tive can have little to do with this; yet 
I believe, as a matter of fact, the fic- 
titious narrative has literary value 
oftener than the true narrative; for the 
reason offered above, that writers of 
truth consider it beneath their dignity to 
garnish it, like those fatuous dieticians 
who believe that so long as we take so 
much proteid and so much carbohy- 
drate we need not worry over forms 
and flavors. 

Now I am supposed to be telling you 
about fiction and about the propriety 
or impropriety of including much of it 
in libraries, but I thnk you see that I 
am sidling toward the statement that 
I think we need not consider fiction at 
all, as fiction, in this connection. The 
reasons for rejecting fiction, when they 
exist, have nothing whatever to do 
with its being fiction, and would apply 
to non-fiction as well. If a biography 
purporting to relate the events in the 
life of Oliver Cromwell is full of errors, 
that is a reason why it should not stand 
on your library shelves. If a novel, 
purporting to give a correct idea of 
life in Chieago, succeeds only in leav- 
ing the impression that the city is 
peopled with silly and immoral per- 
sons, that is equally a reason for re- 
jection. If a history of the Italian 
Renaissanee is filled with unsavory de- 
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tails, these might exclude it, jugt as 


they might exclude a novel whose 
was laid in the same period. The 
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of a criminal’s life, if so written a8 to 
be 


make wrong appear right, might 
jected for this reason whether the 
inal really existed or not. A 
trashy book of travel should no 
be placed on the shelves than a ; 
of the same grade, and if our book 
funds are limited we can no more byy 
all the biography or travel or books on 
chemistry or philosophy than we eaq 
buy all the novels that fall from the 
press. I do not deny, of course, that 
any or all the reasons for rejection 
that have been adduced might be oyep. 
balanced by others in favor of pun 
chase, and they might be so overbal 
anced in the case of fiction as well a 
in that of non-fiction. 

In other words, I should not buy a 
book because it is fiction, or turn it 
down for the same reason, any morte 
than I would buy or fail to buy a book 
because it is biography or travel. I say 
I should not do this any more in ong 
ease than in another. 
do it occasionally in both. I believe 


that the more we, forget the mere issne 


of fiction versus non-fiction, and try in. 
stead to draw the line between useful 
books and harmful ones, wise books 
and silly ones, books that help and 
books that hinder, books that exalt and 
those that depress, books that excite 
high emotions and books that stir up 
low ones—the sooner we shall be good 
librarians. 





Some Gocd Books of 1913 which will in- 
terest the Average Reader. ~ 


Bostwick, A. E. The different West. 
McClurg, $1.00. 


“Clever characterizations of middle-west- 
ern communities as seen through the eyes of 
a ‘transplanted easterner.’ The essays are 
not profound—in fact, are intended merely as 
a compilation of first impressions.” 


Bradley, G. D. Story of the pony ex- 


press. McClurg, $1.00. 

“The story of this remarkable but short-_ 
lived system for transporting the mails—its” 
beginning, organization and developeaty 
and its re in history—briefly told in @ 
clear and interesting manner.” 


Cerleten, Wm. New lives for old. Small, 
$1.20. 


“The author of One way out buys a farm 
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ES s in the New England country 
Samjitions which set him to thinking 


. king along new lines.” 
ae Price. Germany and the Ger- 
Scribner, $1.50. 


«germ nd the Germans is a moderate- 
aeeyical treatment of the character- 
: problems of Germany today, espe- 
so far as these characteristics are 
beyond the assimilation of other 


DuPuy, W. A. Uncle Sam, wonder 
Sorker. Stokes, $1.25. 


read ecount of the odd activities 
ys eee vont bureaus. Tells how cot- 


if te own on trees, how fish are made to 


rl button industry, how use- 

- Gaimals are invented, how the per- 

*s pucker has been stolen, and a num- 
other interesting facts. 


Franck, H. A. Zone policeman 88. 


2.00 
Century, $2.00. 
comment on life in_ the 
canddone as experienced and observed by 
thor of A vagabond journey around 
the a8 ld, who as a policeman’ came into 
the rewith all phases of the work and the 
many peoples ruled over by the IL. C. C. 


tte, J. M. Constructive rural so- 
Bory. Sturgis & Walton, $1.60. 


is a substantial contribution 
eee owing problem of rural life and ru- 


ral adjustment.” : 


Grinnell, G. B. Beyond the old frontier. 
Seribner, $1.50. 


: stories of exploration, hunting, tak- 

res and Indians in peace and war, 
i quoting from narratives written by 
men who faced the hardships of frontier life 
in the early nineteenth century. 


Laselle & Wiley. Vocations for girls: 
‘Houghton, $.85. 


“Describes about a dozen kinds of work 
open to girls, with brief directions on how to 
qualify and secure positions, and gives good 
counsel to the girl who stays at home and 
te the country girl.” 


lee, G. S. Crowds. Doubleday, $1.35. 


. Lee delights in showing us just how 
oy Oe open-minded and generous- 
souled men among us have actually (not 
theoretically) gone toward solving the prob- 
lems of everyday living, following this by 
the suggestion that we move up beside them 
and enjoy the feeling of actual, veritable, 
demonstrable progress.” 


Muir, John. Story of my boyhood and 
youth. Houghton, $2.00. 


“To this book, belongs a singular charm, 
the charm of brilliant adventurous boyhood 
—boyhood spent among the great forests and 
broad plains of a land that had not yet 
learned the weary lesson of civilization. 


Stock, Ralph. Confessions of a tender- 
foot. Holt, $2.75. 


“An educated young Englishman whose 
west for gdventure led him to ‘rough it’ on 
a western Canadian ranch, in a British Col- 

lumber camp, on board a_ cattle 
steamer, in the Sandwich and Fiji Islands, 
Queensland, and other out-of-the-way places, 
gives a lively and entertaining account of 
his experiences.” 
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White, S. E. African camp fires. 
Doubleday, $1.50. 


Ne sketches of hunting and adven- 
ture in British East Africa, which gives an 
excellent idea of native life, the country, and 
its ~ ee oy by the white man, the game 
found and the spirit of Africa, and often 
show a nice sense of humor.” 


A Few Suggestions for Stretching a 
Small Book Fund. 


1. By use of periodical literature. 
The most valuable material on many 
present day topics is found in the mag- 
azines, and although there may not be a 
complete file or even periodical indexes 
in the library, by preserving in conven- 
ient form and indexing what the library 
possesses the purchase of a new book 
may be avoided. 


2. By watching government pub- 
lications and securing useful bulletins 
at little or no cost. These often contain 
more valuable information than ean be 
found elsewhere. 


3. By subscribing for industrial and 
scientific magazines, whose articles are 
popular but accurate in treatment, thus 
keeping the material up to date in classes 
where a book a year or two old is often 
valueless. 


4. By borrowing freely from the Li- 
brary Commission books which are 
wanted for study club work, but which 
will not have a wide use in the library. 


5. By a knowledge of the books al- 
ready in the library. Much valuable 
material lies hidden away in many of 
the standard books which nearly every 
library possesses. To know that a cer- 
tain book on the shelves contains a chap- 
ter on a desired subject or to have note 
of that fact on file in catalog or other- 
wise may save the price of a new book. 


6. By taking note of the books stand- 
ing unused on the shelves. They may 
either serve to show that books not 
suited to the community are being 
bought, or that the subject desired is al- 
ready adequately covered, or by being 
attractively displayed may decrease the 
demand for new books. 





7.. By considering carefully what 
books must be bought at once. There 
are books which should have no place 
in the library, books which may wait as 
they can be bought cheaper later, books 
which may perhaps be received as gifts, 
books which may be borrowed from the 
Library Commission and some books 
which readers think the library should 
. have at once. Care is needed that this 
number contains few of the other classes. 


8. By not attempting to build up a 
well rounded collection. Not all com- 
munities are alike or will demand the 
same classes of books. Buy what the com- 
munity needs and the readers want so 
far as those wants are legitimate. 

9. By not buying too many sets 


either of an author’s complete works, 
a complete series, or collections of litera- 
ture. These sets will be sure either to 
duplicate some titles already in the li- 
brary or to include others which will be 
useless. Better buy desirable titles in 
the Everyman edition and expend the 
balance that a set would cost, even at 
second hand, in useful and desired 
books. 


10. By not buying fine editions of 
books which ought rather to be borrowed 
or duplicated in cheaper editions. 


11. By not buying expensive new 
editions which later may be bought for 
half the price. 

12. By a judicious buying of library 
bindings for books most constantly used, 
especially juveniles, thus avoiding fre- 
quent rebinding and replacement. 


13. By buying the Everyman and 
popular copyright editions for many 
titles which can be procured in these 
forms. 


14. By never buying from subscrip- 
tion agents. Publications thus offered 
for sale are usually more expensive than 
ordinary books and can be obtained 
later at a reduced rate through a re- 
liable dealer in second hand books. 


15. By not allowing a book dealer to 
select books for a library. He may know 


what books are being sold but 

is no guarantee of high quality 
neither author nor publisher can alws 
be depended upon. ' 


16. By not depending on trade 
tices found on the advertising 
magazines nor upon publishers’ 
logs, for these being written for the 
pose of selling the books naturally gj 
a biased estimate of their value, and am 
useful only in giving bibliographical in 
formation. % 

17. By buying no book without due. 
consideration and full knowledge of ity 
literary and moral character. Lack of 
information is sufficient excuse for rp. 
fusing to buy any book not found on the 
lists furnished by the Library Commis. 
sion. When in doubt do not buy with 
out consulting a reliable book review for 
scope and treatment of the subject, or 
writing to the Library Commission fo 
advice. 


a 


Book Lists furnished by the Library 


Commission: 

In addition to the A. L. A. Booklist- 
mailed each month to every library ip 
the state, and the lists of Books for the 
Blind and Books on Agriculture and 
Domestic Science, loaned by the Commis. 
sion, the following lists will be sent free 
to any library of the state upon applica 
tion to the Library Commission. 3 

Books for a hospital library. 

Buying list of books for a small i- 
brary. 

Catalog of library books for the school’ 
districts of Iowa. 

Every boy’s library—Boy Scout ed. 

Everyman Library. 

Material on geography. 

One hundred good books for boys and 
girls. 

Periodicals for a small library. 

Selection of the best books of the year. 

Suggestive list of children’s books for 
a small library. : 

United States public documents in 
small library. 

Selected lists on various subjects. 
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SOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


OFFICERS: 


Miss Lillian B. Arnold, President 

Dubuque 

Mr. J. B. Weaver, Jr., Vice-President 

*" Des Moines 

Helen McRaith, 2d Vice-President 
owa City 

Miss Anna Maude Kimberly, Serretary 

Marshalltown 

Miss Vina E. Clark, Treasurer 

Ames 

Miss Anna M. Farr, Registrar 
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The spring meetings in the six Dis- 
triets of the I. L. A. will probably be 
jeld during the last two weeks in April. 
Definite dates have not yet been assigned 
but this information will be given later 
by personal correspondence. These 
meetings will be informal in character 
and the topics discussed will be those 
in which the small libraries are particu- 
larly interested. 

The meeting places and chairmen are 
as follows : 


Northwest—Spencer, Miss 
Sanborn, Morningside College. 

Middlewest—Sac City, Miss Joseph- 
ine Johnson, Missouri Valley. 

Southwest—Glenwood, Miss Cornelia 
Plaister, Clarinda. 

Northeast—Cedar Falls, Mrs. Bertha 
Baird, Mason City. 

Middle-east—Maquoketa, Miss Kath- 
erine Tappert, Davenport. 

Southeast—Knoxville, Miss Eleanor 
Fawcett, Oskaloosa. 

The counties included in each dis- 
triet are : 

Northwest District. 
Plymouth, Woodbury, Cherokee, 
0Brien, Osceola, Dickinson, Clay, 
Buena Vista, Pocahontas, Palo Alto, 
Emmet, Kossuth, Humboldt, Wright, 
Hancock, Winnebago. 

Middlewest District. Monona, Har- 
rison, Shelby, Crawford, Ida, Sac, Cal- 
hon, Carroll, Audubon, Guthrie, 
(irene, Webster, Hamilton, Boone, 
Dallas, Polk, Story. 










Martha 


Lyon, Sioux, 





Southwest District. Pottawattamie, 
Mills, Fremont, Page, Montgomery, 
Cass, Adams, Taylor, Ringgold, Union, 
Adair, Madison, Clarke, Decatur, 
Wayne, Lueas, Warren. 


Northeast District. Worth, Cerro 
Gordo, Franklin, Hardin, Grundy, But- 
ler, Floyd, Mitchell, Howard, Chicka- 
saw, Bremer, Black Hawk, Buchanan, 
Fayette, Winneshiek, Allamakee, Clay- 
ton, Delaware, Dubuque. 


Middleeast District. Marshall, Jas- 
per, Poweshiek, Tama, Benton, Iowa, 
Johnson, Lynn, Jones, Jackson, Clin- 
ton, Cedar, Muscatine, Scott. 


Southeast District. Marion. Monroe, 
Appanoose, Davis, Wapello, Mahaska, 
Keokuk, Jefferson, Van Buren, Lee, 
Henry, Washington, Louisa, Des 
Moines. 


Iowa Summer Library School. 


The Iowa Summer School held last 
year at the State University at Iowa 
City will be continued in 1914. Miss 
Harriet E. Howe, head instructor in the 
Library School of Western Reserve 
University, will serve as Director. The 
school will have the active co-operation 
of the Library Commission. Details as 
to further instructors, dates, ete., have 
not yet been fully arranged, but the 
same general plan will be followed as in 
former years. Circulars and full in- 
formation may. soon be obtained by 
writing to the State University, Iowa 
City, or to the Secretary of the Library 
Commission, Des Moines. 

? 





“‘There is no reason why the publie 
library should purchase questionable 
books to please a few people, when it is 
so difficult to find sufficient money to 
buy all the material needed by serious 
students, public school pupils and oc- 
cupational investigators. Librarians 
may sometimes fail as literary censors 
and exclude what should have been ad- 
mitted, but such a mistake, when ree- 
ognized, can always be rectified.’’— 
Publie Libraries. 








Useful Publications at Small Cost. 


It is not only special libraries, but 
general libraries, that should utilize 
the many publications of commercial 
houses, and commercial organizations 
which give information as to industries 
and industrial affairs. An example is 
the publication of the Association of 
American Portland Cement Manufac- 
turers, with its headquarters in Phila- 
delphia, with which Mr. Purd B. 
Wright has been in communication, to 
the result that this association is will- 
ing to place on its mailing list the name 
of any library which desires to shelve 
its publication. This is only one of 
many organizations which issue publi- 
cations of like industrial scope, and the 
fact that these are primarily advertis- 
ing publications in the interest of the 
general industry should not prevent li- 
braries from availing themselves of 
their undoubted usefulness——Library 
Journal, Sept., 1913. 


The United States Bureau of Educa- 
tion has issued a bulletin for the teach- 
ers of the rural schools particularly, 
entitled, Teaching material in govern- 
ment publications. This is intended to 
open a great mass of government publi- 
cations that contain instructive and in- 
teresting reading on vital subjects, 
which publications will be supplied to 
schools and teachers free in most cases. 
The publications will deal with mate- 
rial pertaining to the political, social 
and economic life of tlie day. Librar- 
ians might assist in the circulation of 
this material by placing it in the li- 
brary and bringing it to the attention 
of teachers in their vicinity. 





An interesting article on Material on 
Geography which may be obtained free 
or at small cost, by Mary J. Booth, given 
in the January number of the Journal 
of Geography has been isued in pam- 
phlet form. The list inelndes 20 pages 
of material with note of the place from 
which it may he obtained. Many of the 
publications are in the form of il- 
lustrated pamphlets and will be useful 
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both to Women’s Clubs for traye}l px 
grams and for school work. 4 bee 
of this list will be sent to anyone 
ing request to the Library Comm} 
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Annals of Iowa, Third Series 
While the value of the ‘ ne 
an Iowa historical publication hag he 
greatly appreciated by the librarians 
Iowa, the files of the periodical] 
not be thoroughly utilized becange , 
the need of an index. This need 
now been met by the publication 
the Historical Department of Towa, a 
Des Moines, of an Index to vols, 1g 
April, 1893-January 1909, of the Thig 
Series of the Annals of Iowa. 
The index includes author, 
and title entries, and is a well printed 
publication of 225 pages. Its compih 
tion was begun by Miss Alice M. Steg) 
Assistant Curator, who retired fr 
the Department in November, 
and has been completed by Miss Aliee 
Marple, her ‘successor, who has gem 
the publication through the press, < 


Librarians are urged to preserve anj 
bind the volumes of the Annals, and if 
missing numbers are needed to com 
plete their files, some of them may} 
supplied by writing the Curator of the 
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Department, Edgar R. Harlan, State _ 
Historical Department, Des Moines, rb 
whom also requests should be sent for i 
the Index. throug 
blade | 

The Oxford Meeting. m: ” 

The preliminary notice of the annua i. 
meeting of the Library Association Sud 
be held at’ Oxford, England, August §. § “S"™ 
September 4, 1914, has been i lapeed 
The meeting will be held at Oxford] pravel 
invitation of the curators of the eeri 
ian library and the Mayor and Corpore oo 
tion of the city. The Rt. Honocable,the gj “w"® 
Earl of Malmesbury, D. L., M. A. 6A +e 
is president of the association, HL down i 
Tedder, F. S. A., chairman of the ping 
cil, and L. Stanley Jast, honorary s # (o5 





retary. 
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Two Library Incidents. 


‘fle was a very small lad; his shoes 
yards too big for him, and the 

he was wearing had graced other 
before it had covered his. His 


consequently of the same ap- 
ee, too big for the wearer, and 
hig trousers bagged unmercifully. As 
was a boy he had a dirty face, and 
freckles; both go together with a boy. 


He walked into the library here yes- 
jerday and confronted one of the li- 


brarans. 

“There was a kid told me you had 
,horn and a sword here I could look 
at,” he remarked in loud tones. 


The librarian believed that such 

rlies were in the building and she 
took the boy to the case at the front 
of the reading room where the war 
wlies are displayed. The bugle and 
aeavalry sword took the lad’s eyes. 


“Say could a feller hold that sword 
in his hand once,’’ he queried. 


Bverybody. at the reading _tables 
stopped their work to look at him. It 
was as good as a vaudeville act and 
a whole lot more interesting than 
many real shows. 

The librarian obligingly opened the 
tase and took out the sword. The 

laid it across his arms and ¢a- 
ressed the hilt. Then he put his hand 
through the guard and brought the 
blade up to attention. He stood erect 
and seemed oblivious of the attention 
he was attracting. 


Suddenly he lunged and correctly 
assumed a fencing pose. Then he 
lapsed back into his old position and 
gravely handed the sword back to the 
librarian. But this wasn’t enough; 
he asked to see one of the other 
swords. He was allowed to do this, 
and caused shivers to creep up and 
down the spines of some of the watch- 
ers as he deliberately ran his fingers 
along the edge of the blade. This 
sword. too, he surrendered and _ indi- 
cated his intentions of leaving. 


“I’m going to be a soldier myself 
some day,”’ he said, ‘‘but I’m going in 
the navy.”’ 

And then he walked out evidently 
satisfied —Gate City Keokuk. 





The foreign class in English of the 
night school visited the publie library 
one evening recently and were shown 
over the entire plant. It was very in- 
teresting to notice the surprise ex- - 
pressed by the boys when they learned 
that the entire library was at their dis- 
posal. One of them said, in his quaint 
broken English, ‘‘Me t’ot him only for 
big mens.’’ This particular member of 
the class was delighted to find that 
there were German books in the library 
which he had not read. In looking 
over the maps and atlases and turning 
from one country to another, the deep 
breathing and straightening shoulders 
showed clearly when the atlas had been 
opened to the map of a native land. 
Greece and Macedonia. Bulgaria, Rus- 
sia, Germany, Denmark and Switzer- 
land, all had square shouldered sons 
representing the old country at the 
gathering in the library that night.— 
Mason City Times. 


1914 Conference of the A. L. A. 


The city of Washington has been se- 
lected as the next meeting place of the 
A. L. A. on May 25-30. 

The New Willard, the finest hotel in 
Washington, will be headquarters, but 
the number of rooms is limited and the 
rates too high for many. 

The New Ebbitt across the street of- 
fers good service at the following rates: ° 
On the American plan. $3.00 per day; 
double room $6.00 per day, without 
bath. With bath, $4.00 per day each 
person. On the European plan, $1.50 
per day, or $2.50 per day with bath. 

It is suggested that this shall be the 
headquarters of Iowa librarians. Sev- 


-eral have already made reservations, 


and it is hoped that all Iowans planning 
to attend this meeting will make early 
application for rooms at the New Ebbitt. 





‘Library News of the State. 


Adel.—The library has recently re- 
ceived a gift of books from the Book- 
lovers Club and a fine library table from 
a friend of the library. 

Alta.—A benefit supper recently held 
in the Methodist church parlors yielded 
a good sum for the library. 

Burlington—Miss Ethel Manning 
who has for the past two years very 
acceptably served the library as as- 
sistant has resigned her position to re- 
turn to her home in Milton, Mass. Miss 
Katharine Terrill, for several years li- 
brarian at Chariton, becomes Miss 
Manning’s successor. 

Centerville—By the will of the late 
Lew Salinger, Drake Library receives a 
gift of $500 which the Board plans to 
use for the purchase of a loan desk 
needed for the equipment of the library 
and of books of permanent value. The 
desk will carry a memorial tablet. | 

Charles City.—A telephone has been 
installed in the library to be used for 
library purposes. ; 

Chariton.— At a meeting of the Li- 
brary Board on the evening of March 
10th a beautiful American flag was 
presented to the library by the W. R. 
C. The ceremony was accompanied by 
the singing of America and speeches of 
presentation and acceptance. 

The resignation of Miss Katherine 

‘Terrill, librarian for four years, was ac- 
cepted by the Board with much regret. 
Miss C. A. Woods, formerly librarian 
of Manchester Public Library, has been 
appointed to fill the place. 

Clear Lake—An Experience Social 
was held on February 25 for the bene- 
fit of the public library at which the 
members of the different clubs of the 
town gave their experiences in earning 
$1.00 for the library fund. 

Clinton.—Miss Anna Tarr, librarian 
of the public library, has been granted 
a four months leave of absence to-be 
spent in European travel. Miss Tarr 
will sail the later part of April. 

Colfax.—A handsome clock was re- 
cently presented to the library by Mr. 
R. R. Kline. 


Cresco.—Five adjacent towns. 
have agreed to a library tax of 
mill each, thus not only increaging | 
income of the library and ‘es 
larger gift for the new building » “4 
also widening its usefulness by exten, 
ing its benefits to a larger publie 


Council Bluffs.—Through the 
tesy of Mrs. Nicholas Amos, slides 
ting forth the advantages of the librar 
will be shown at Nicholas Theatre gt 
every performance, the slides being 
changed from time to time. 


Davenport.—The collection of 
anese prints belonging to Judson 
Metzgar of Moline was exhibited in the 
public library in January. This gg), 
lection is unique not only becatige if 
represents an art now lost to the world 
but because of its market yaly 
amounting to thousands of dollars, 

Miss Bertha Rogers, assistant in the 
public library, is spending the winter ip 
California. Miss Florence O’Connell 
of Clinton is filling the temporary yp 
canecy thus created. 

A list of books in Bohemian wer 
added to the library the first of the 


year. 


Des Moines.—Public Library. Th 
publie library has arranged to establish 
stations in the three high schools of 
the city. The libraries will be used in 
connection with social center work he 
ing done in these schools, and the 
principals are co-operating with the i 
brary board in making the new venture 
a success. 

Des Moines.—Library Club—The 
February meeting of the Des Moines I 
brary Club was held on the 9th at the 
Y. M. C. A. building where a dinner 
was served followed by a Lincoln pro 
gram furnished by the men of the elab, 
Mr. A. J. Small presiding. Mr. John 
son Brigham gave a personal touch t 
the program by reminiscences of his 
life in Washington in 1864 and ’65. Mr 
Harlan spoke of Lincoln as a 
lawyer; Prof. J. P. Stephenson of Lim 
coln the Humorist; and Mr. J. B. Wet 
ver of Lincoln the Pioneer. 
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Des Moines.—Library Commission. 
iss Charlotte E. Goetzman, Commis- 
sion izer, has been granted a 
leave of absence and is spending the 
in California. pra” ; 
Dubuqu e—aA station of the Carnegie- 
Library has been installed in the 
bon school which will be open 
nights a month from 7:00 to 
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8 set. rr o’elock. The Alumni Associa- 
brary tion of the school will bear the expenses 
re at of this work which is proving interest- 
being ing and successful. Being situated in 

, German section of the city a large 

number of books in this language are 
= being read by those who have not hith- 
nthe # erto been borrowers from the main lib- 
col & brary. Miss May Clark serves as li- 

; a 

xa Mis exhibit of the paintings of Philip 
ralue & Little secured by the Dubuque Art As- 
8. sociation was held during February in 
the | theart room of the public library, Such 
er in a exhibit is annually given by this As- 
mel) § sociation and although this one is not 






as large as some held in the past, in 
quality it ranks with the best shown 
there. 
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Eldon—<A small library table has 
been placed in the reading room for 
display of pictures and reading matter 
appropriate to the various holidays, 
birthdays of leading authors and states- 
men, and timely subjects on which the 
library has material to which it would 
invite attention. 

Hamburg.—Through the energetic 
efforts of the women of the town a 
library association has been formed and 
alibrary is soon to be opened with 300 
books, in addition to the Traveling Li- 
braries loaned by the Commission. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Davidson is librarian. 

lowa City—An eight day clock has 
been presented to the library by Mr. 
George O’Brien and placed in the de- 
livery room. 

Hartley—One half the receipts of 
the New Grand at a recent performance 
was donated by the management to 
the library fund.. A set of encyclo- 
pedias and of Stoddard’s lectures have 
been donated to the library: 









FeseeckS Fs 






i 














PRPs SSRRFES F§ 










Humboldt.—A library benefit was 


‘given at the Opera House on February 


28th under the auspices of the Wom- 
an’s Club. The program consisted of 
vocal selections, music by the Juvenile 
Band, Readings and a four reel film of 
Joseph in the land of Egypt. 


Iowa City.—Public Library. The li- 
brary trustees have recently made a 


‘new ruling which will affect those pa- 


trons living in adjoining townships and 
adjacent towns. After April 1st, 1914, 
all persons living outside of the limits 
of lowa City will be asked to pay a 
yearly subscription of $1.00 for each 
reader’s card. 

The public library had an exhibit of 
books and posters at the Farmers’ In- 
stitute held at Iowa City in January. 
Cireulars explaining the new law as 
relating to rural extension were freely 
distributed, with the hope that it would 
interest those living in the rural dis- 
tricts and nearby small towns to vote a 
tax and contract with the local library 
for the use of books. 

A bronze tablet containing Lineoln’s 
Gettysburg Address has recently been 
purchased by the board and has been 
set up in the south reading room of the 
library. 

Iowa City.—Library Club. The pro- 
grams of the Iowa City Library Club 
this year have proved to be very en- 
tertaining and helpful. At the Jan- 
uary meeting. held at the home of Miss 
Helen McRaith, Mr. Soloman Delson of 
the S. U. I. French department gave 
a most interesting account of the li- 
brary of the University of Paris, the 
Library of St. Genevieve and of vari- 
ous other French libraries in which he 
has studied. Mr. James Hodgson of 
the University librarv reviewed Stef- 
ansson’s book ‘‘ My life with the Eski- 
mo.’’ This review was especially en- 
joyed as Mr. Stefansson was formerly 
a student at the University of Iowa. 

In February the club met with Miss 
Bessie Stover. An excellent talk was 
given by Dr. E. N. S. Thompson, as- 
sistant professor in English at the Un- 
iversity, on ‘‘Some German Libraties.’’ 







Dr. Thompson has spent several years 
in Germany and spoke very entertain- 
ingly of his experiences there. At this 
meeting Miss Eliza Johnson of the 
State Historical Society library  re- 


viewed several new books and Miss-° 


Vera Anderson of the University li- 
brary reported on the library news for 
the month. 


Knoxville——In connection with a 
movement to make the library a social, 
educational and literary center an open 
meeting is held once a month. Venice 
was the subject of the March meeting, 
the program being given by the Senior 
class of the high school and illustrated 
by pictures of F. Hopkinson Smith. 


Manchester.—The library has _ re- 
ceived 28 volumes of recent fiction from 
Mr. and Mrs. B. W. Jewell of Omaha 
who last summer presented the library 
with a beautiful picture. Books have 
also been received from the Friday Aft- 
ernoon Club, Capt. J. F. Merry, Mrs. R. 
W. Terrill and others. 

Missouri Valley.—A 


eoneert was 


given during January by the Bul- - 


garian Orchestra for the benefit of the 
library, netting a needed sum for the 
purchase of supplies. 


Mt. Pleasant.—A comparison of the 
work of the past ten years in the li- 
brary was recently mailed to Mr. Car- 
negie’s Secretary by Mrs. McKibben, 
and in reply the following autograph 
letter was received. 


New York City, Feb. 10, 1914. 
Dear Madam: 

I have just read with great pleasure 
your note to Mr. Bertram. Mt. Pleas- 
ant makes a highly creditable state- 
ment. You have a reading public; that 
means everything. A reading man or 
woman, boy or girl, is the most pre- 
cious element of our republic. 

Very Truly, 
(Signed) Andrew Carnegie. 


Nashua.—The pupils of the Nashua 
publie schools gave a program for the 
benefit of the public library on the 
evening of February 17th. The pro- 
gram consisted of dialogues, drills, rec- 


se 
itations, songs and farces and ine 4 
every grade below the Iigh Sehog 
Newton.—Having tried the ern 
ment of keeping the Newton Free 
lie Library open on Sunday afters 
for a period of four months ana. 
meeting with the response hoped ¢ 
it has been decided to discontinyge 
day opening after March 7th, 
Ocheyedan.—<A concert was givens 
cently for the benefit of the lib 
Ottumwa.—Lists of books’ in 
brary on electricity, automobiles, m 
ual training and mechanical 
general business, stories of the 
War, recent good biographies, 
books for mothers, have been prim 
and distributed to the various 
houses and organizations of the eity 
Rockwell City.—An_ exhibition ¢ 
earbon photographs and en 
loaned by the Elson Art Publi 
Company, was held in the library dy 
ing January. An admission fee wy 
charged and a sufficient sum ’ 
to purchase two of the pictures for 
library. ie 
A home talent play was also givenip 
February from which $150 was @ 
eured for the purchase of new books 
Sac City.—In December the trusteys 
prepared a list of 1,000 books needel 
in the library and a special effort wy 
made to secure a large number of 
dividual donations as Christmas 
to the library. As a further means: 
this end a Tag Day was also held whid 
resulted in securing a fund of oe 
$200 for the purchase of books. For 
business men gave the money for ase 
of Bailey’s Cyclopedia of a 
Agriculture. The total number 
books cannot yet be given as gifts em 
tinue to come. fy 
At the January meeting of the 
brary board it was decided to dis 
tinue the opening of the reading room 
on Sunday for the present but begit 
ning with February 1st to open the I 
brary afternoon and evening on & 
other week day. ait 
Sheldon.—Large ovrinted po ste 
bearing the cut of the library, 
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of opening, and other information 
been placed in the lobbies of the 


js. the postoffice, and other pub- 
lie , thus extending to strangers 

Seistion to visit the library. 

3 doah.—An exhibition at the 
public library of the Imperial Gravures 
joaned by the Library Commission was 

the occasion of a reception at 
hich the present board was assisted 
jy the former trustees of the library 
jp receiving the visitors and showing 
them over the building. Each visitor 

was given a souvenir card showing a 

re of the building, important facts 
ennected with the library, and the 
mies under which books may be bor- 
rowed. A large number of citizens of 

Shenandoah and a few from a distance 
gd vicinity attended the reception. 

Sioux City—A collection of paint- 
ings in oil and water colors, rare min- 
atures and exquisite etchings, were ex- 
hibited in the public library during 
February. This collection is the prop- 
aty of the Artists Guild of Chicago 

representative was in charge of 
theexhibit. The pictures were brought 
to Sioux City by the Woman’s Club 
and are loaned for the purpose of ad- 
ding to and building up a correct ap- 
preciation of good pictures among the 
le. The National Park pictures 
were also exhibited in this library dur- 
ing January. 

Spirit Lake.—Miss Dorothy Lewis 
has been elected assistant librarian. 

Storm Lake.—The ladies of the Tues- 
day Club recently held a popeorn and 
candy sale at the World Theatre, the 
Princess and the Palace for the benefit 
of the library. 

Tipton—An experiment in opening 
the library on Sunday afternoon was 
tried during February. one member of 
the library board taking charge each 
week. No books were exchanged. 

Toledo.— Leander Clark Oollege. 
Two new steel stacks have recently 
been installed in the College Library. 
Both will bear memorial tablets—one 
the gift of friends in memory of the 
late Dr. William Beardshear, Presi- 


79 


dent of the College from 1881-89—the 
other the gift of Mrs. Jane McIntyre of 
Gladbrook in memory of Joseph 
Fletcher, late of Ashton, UnderLyne, 
England. These gifts carry with them 
contributions for new books of spe- 
cial educational value. 

Waterloo—A number of changes 
have been made in the staff of the pub- 
lie library. Mrs. Flora Cutler Coen be- 
comes supervisor of the children’s de- 
partment, Miss Maria Brace, assistant 
librarian at the East Side library be- 
comes reference librarian, and Miss 
Jennie Ritchie of Lincoln, Nebraska, 
loan desk assistant. . 

Waukon.—The Civic League is giv- 
ing a series of Library Teas to increase 
the library fund. 

Waverly.—The library reports the 
following gifts: A set of the Catholic 
Encyclopedia from the ladies of St. 
Mary’s church; 39 miscellaneous books 
including bound volumes of Harper’s 
Magazine and of the Scientific Ameri- 
ean from other friends. 





Story Hour. 


Newspaper clippings indicate that a 
Story Hour has been conducted during 
the winter in the following libraries. 
This is probably true of many others, 
notice of which was not given to the 
papers. 

Bloomfield.—A story hour is held 
regularly on Saturday afternoon from 
four to five for the children of the lower 
grades, teachers and musicians lending 
their assistance. 

Burlington.—Two series of story 
hours have been given. The opera 
stories told with Victrola accompani- 
ment proved a great success. A second 
series on Golden Deeds, being true 
stories of heroes and heroines, was 
started in the fall of 1913 and contin- 
ued during the winter. Owing to lack 
of time on the part of the children’s 
librarian the story hour is only held at 
infrequent and irregular intervals. _ 

Clarinda.—The story hour is held on 
Saturday morning and the stories are 
generally told by the librarian. A spe- 








cial program was given on the Satur- 
day preceding Christmas with selec- 
tions on the Victrola. 

Clinton.— Miss Anderson, one of the 
public school teachers, is in charge of 
the story hours at 10:00 o’clock on 
Saturday mornings. So popular are 
they that 46 children braved the drifts 
on & recent snowy morning to hear the 
stories. 

Eldon.—Story hour at the library is 
a regular institution on Thursday after- 
noon at 4:00 o’clock and ‘is in charge of 
various teachers. On Lincoln’s birth- 
day a story of Lincoln was told by 
Mayor Enyart. . 

Iowa City.—A story hour is main- 
tained on Saturday morning when pos- 
sible. A part of each hour is devoted 
to telling the story of some book of 
value for the children to know. 

Knoxville.—The co-operation of sev- 
eral of the teachers makes possible a 
story hour at the library on Saturday 
afternoons. ; 

Maquoketa.—aA story hour is held ev- 
ery Saturday afternoon at 2:30. Chil- 
dren under the age of 14 are eligible. 

Mason City.—On the occasion of a 
recent lecture in the library course by 
Seumas MacManus a story hour was ar- 
ranged that the children might have the 
opportunity of listening to Irish folk- 
lore stories told by this interesting story 
teller, the manager of the Cecil Theatre 
kindly donating the theatre for the af- 
ternoon. 

Mount Ayr.—A children’s hour is to 
be inaugurated once a month at which 
story telling will be the prominent fea- 
ture of the program. 

Mount Pleasant.—Programs appro- 
priate to the different anniversaries and 
holidays are arranged for the story 
hour held regularly on Saturday after- 
noon. 

_ Newton.—A story hour for children 
under ten is held on Saturday morning 
at 10:30 at the library. 

Oskaloosa.—The time of the story 
hour is placed at 4:00 o’cloeck on Fri- 
day afternoon. 

Sheldon.—The public school’ teachers 
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at 3:00 to the younger children, rf 











have assisted the librarian in egndp, 
ing a story hour at one of which a gay 
of Robin Hood stories was given, 

Sioux City.—Stories are told at g, 
library on Wednesday at 4:30 to #, 
older children by Miss O’Connop 4, 
children’s librarian, and on mle 


Saturday 





Tipton.—During the fall Miss Alm 
Earle conducted a story hour on Fr 
afternoon at the library for chj 
the third, fourth, and ith aa . 
Stories for children of the second and 
third grades were given during Janu. 
ary, February, and March. ba 


Washington.—The story hour ig con. 
ducted in two sections on alternating 
Saturday afternoons, for the ‘ 
children one week and the older ons 
the next, a series of King Arthur stomm 
being used for the latter. SL 
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Book and Periodical Exchange _ 

Miss B. B. Larrabee, McGregor, Towa, 
has the following bound zin 
which will be sent to any library a 
the cost of transportation. Those in 
terested should write directly to her, 

Century, Volumes 29-58. i” 

Harper’s Monthly, Volumes 182} 
48-59, 62-71. ’ 

Atlantic Monthly, Volumes 1344 
20-22, 25-26. 

Forum, Volumes 14-26. 
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The Davenport Public Library hasa ] 
number of duplicate books which it will 
give to some library which can use them 
and will pay the freight. A list of th 
books will be furnished upon applite 
tion to the Davenport library. 














If libraries having back numbers 
the Readers’ Guide to give away am 
those wishing to receive such 
will write to the Library Commissions 
transfer will be arranged. 














A few bound volumes of Harpers 
Monthly have been left with the ’ 
Commission to be given to a small} 
brary at the cost of transportation. — 










